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The Unity of the Nineteenth Psalm. — The perversity of much of the modern 
criticism of the Ssriptures is scarcely anywhere seen so clearly as in the treatment 
given to this well-known Psalm. Such eminent scholars as Ewald and Ilupfeld 
insist that it consists of two parts composed at different times by different authors 
and afterwards artiScially conjoined. Not a particle of external evidence for this 
conjecture is or can be produced. The Psalm is found in the Hebrev? and in all 
the ancient versions, just as it stands in the English Bible witliout even a hint or 
suggestion of a divided authorship. 

But it is insisted tliat the structure and contents of the poem compel one to 
give up its unity. The first part (vv. 1-7) is a Psalm of Nature, while the remain- 
der treats only of a written revelation. The first part is also incomplete, for while 
it is said that both day and night declare God's glory, what follows speaks only of 
the revelation made by day, whence it follows that the lines treating of what the 
night reveals have fallen out and been lost ! Moreover, there is a difference of tone 
and rhythm. The first part is simple and powerful, while the second is constrain- 
ed and artificial and prosaic. And besides, there is no graceful transition from 
t!ie one to the other, but merely a bold and unpleasing juxtaposition of two strains 
so unlike. Whence we are to conclude either that two fragments floating around 
separately were aecidently joined together, or that the first one having been com- 
posed by David, there arose ages afterward a writer who, by means of the advanced 
thought of his time, was able to add the verses which show the glory of God in 
the Law to those which set forth His glory in Nature. 

Tliis whole argument is baseless and absurd. The combination of the two 
matters treated in this Psalm is one which by the nature of the case must have 
been easy to any one who possessed the Pentateuch and was familiar witli its 
delineations of God as the author of nature and the giver of His Word to His peo- 
ple. Besides, in the twenty-ninth Psalm and the ninety-third Psalm we have pre- 
cisely the same passage from nature to revelation, in each case the one being an 
introduction to the otlier. Was each of these a piecemeal composition ? And as 
for the lack of transition clauses, the same abruptness in proceeding from one 
theme to the other is seen in Psalm xxxvi., 6, where the poet avails himself of 
the traces of the divine goodness. in nature to express the protecting care with 
which God guards His people from their foes. 

Moreover, as the first part of the Psalm speaks of the heavens as an utterance 
of God's glory, how easy was it to pass to His law as an utterance of the same 
thing, especially when a poet is at work ! In truth, the destructive criticism liere is 
as much at war with taste and feeling as it is with good sense and the usage of 
the Psalter. The noble conception that nature is an eloquent witness for the 
glory of its Creator, but the Law one still more complete and glowing, or rather 
that the revelation of God in the heavens is only an introduction to the revelation 
of Himself in His Word, is one which none but a devout poet could form and 
express in such a striking way. It is not to an accident or an afterthought that 
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we owe this lofty and inspiring lyric, but to a sweet singer of Israel whom the 
Holy Ghost moved and enabled to set forth with brilliancy and fire the truth that 
He who reared the whole frame of nature is also the giver of a law, and that that 
law is sweeter than honey and more precious than much fine gold. — Talbot W. 
'Cfhambers, D. D., in Pulpit Treasury. 



Cheyne's Translation of Psalm XC. — 

1 Lord, thou hast been unto us an asylum from age to age, 

2 Before the mountains were bom, 

or the earth and the world were brought forth, 
yea, from aeon to seon thou art God. 

3 Thou tumest mortals back to dust, 

and sayest, "Eeturn, ye sons of the earth-bom." 

4 For a thousand years are in thine eyes 

as yesterday when it is passing, 
and a watch in the night. 

5 Thou floodest them away ; they become as a sleep ; 

in the morning they are as grass which sprouts again ; 
^ In the morning it blossoms and sprouts again, 
in the evening it is cut down and withers. 

7 For we are wasted away through thine anger, 

and through thy wrath have we been confounded. 

8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, 

those that none can discern in the shining of thy countenance. 

9 For our days have all died away as a murmur, 

through thy fury have we now finished our years. 

10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten, 

and if we are of full strength, then fourscore ; 
and their proud boasting is travail and vanity, 
so quickly is it gone by, and we take our flight. 

11 (But) who hath learned the strength of thine anger, 

and, according to the fear of thee, thy fury ? 

12 Thus learn us to number our days, 

and we shall take home wisdom to our heart. 

13 Eeturn, Jehovah, how long? 

and relent over thy servants. 

1 4 Satisfy us with thy lovingkindness in the morning, 

and we will give ringing shouts of joy all our days : 

15 Make us to rejoice according to the days thou hast afflicted us, 

the years wherein we have seen adversity. 

16 Let thy doing be manifest to thy servants, 

and thy majesty unto their children ; 

17 And let the pleasantness of Jehovah our God brood over us, 

and the work of our hands O prosper thou over us, 
yea, prosper thou our handiwork. 



